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, Aug. 31 ~ ,A Rumanian spy. 
■decorated for havirig ‘"liquidated” a 
; political dissident ~ a murder that In 
fact neve^took place — and the man he . 
i was supposed to have killed said today, 
that the entire episode had been faked 
to enable the spy to defect.^; - \ * . ’ : \ 
s< : The’ intended ' victim, a dissident 
[ Rumanian Writer named Virgil Tanase,/ 
;turncd up alive and y^ell at a riews con- f . 
Terence here this afternoon, saying he‘ 
;had spent, the last three months at a 
! hideaway:./, in Brittany guarded by 
agents .‘of - the French ’ pounterintelli- 
:genceservice:^^.;/;:s,y - 
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: {The Rumanian agent sent tofcssasSl- 
rate him, identified only as "Mr.Z;”' 
and 71 another '■ Rumanian dissident 
writer/ Paul Goma, also af>£edfed at 
the news conference.- . ^ Mv & t 
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• j , >‘iTime for Family to Escape 

'••The agent said that instead of carry- < 
ing out his mission, he defected and. 
helped the French organize .the fake j 
kidnapping of Mr.iTanase on a Paris ! 
street in May to give himself time to re^ 1 
turn safely to Rumania and arrange far : i 
his family to escape lo.the West as well.; 

The French Government refused any 
official comment on the cloak-and-dag- 
ger tale, but a senior Government offi* t 
cial* private!^ xonfirmed; its. basic? ac-' 
curacy^! In. a.hotly worded statement; 
the Rumanian Embassy in Paris denied 
the existence of any Rumanian plot to 
kill the two writers.;;'?;*^ i*;;! ; : l , } J : i ^ 

; i "Mr. V,” ? a youngish', ‘ bearded man} 
With gold-rimmed glasses who resem- 
bles a schoolmaster. Said he was "a 
senior officer*,' in the Rumanian secret 
service and that he had ’worked as a spy 
in France for about eight years, mainly,! 
gathering economic and scientific Intel* 

1 ligfcnce t In Febuary, he said, he was or?, 
‘dered to "physically liquidate" Mr. Ta : 
inase and Mr* Gonia. i. p 

Both writers, who have been living in 
Franco. for several years, had greatly 
annoyed President Nlcolae Ceausqscu 
Of Rumania f ‘**Mr; Z'Vsaid.rThd, Ruma- 
nian President was apparently angered 
By an article Idr. Tanase published in a 
French magazine entitled "His Majesty 
Ceausescu the First, -King of the Com- ; 
m’unist s/i and by the account’ of politic: 
cal' repression . in;- Rumania"; in? Mrj: 
Goma’s book "The Dogs of Death;*? 

• ) "Mr,.Z" said he Could not bring him* 
self to cany out his orders arid instead 
went to the French counterintelligence 
service, telling them he wanted to de*' 
feet and providing details of the assassin 
nation plot. To avoid arousing suspicion 
in Rumania and to give "Mr* Z" time to 
arrange for the departure of his family^ 
the French decided to pretend the as^ 
sassination plan.was proceeding as pr* 
dered and persuaded the two "victims’* 
tocooperate. .* n. ; 

First, "Mr. Z" said, he staged a mock | 


attempt to kill Mr. Goma by squirting a 
lethal poison into his'glass at a cocktail 
party, /using a "specially .adapted fount 
tain pen. . But a ! French, counterintelli- 
gence agent “accidently" knocked the 
glass *frorri.Mn: Goma’s .hand before he 
could drink it,*and "Mr.*2" was able to 
'retum-to Bucharest -and explain to JUs 
superiors that the plan had been upset 
by "unforseeable circumstanceSi'V 
; While In Bucharest, S’! said he 
got the Rumanian secret service chief, 
to endorse a plan to hire French gang- 
sters to kidnap Mr,*Tanase and murder 
him’. On May 20, Mr^ Tanase was seized 1 
on a Paris street— though by French ! 
agents; not assassins ^shoved into a j 
car and driven off, not to be seen again » 
until his reappearance today., /w;- - 
.Tills kidnapping and presumed mur- 
der hy Rumanian agents caused a pub- 
lic outcry in France. At a news confer- 
ence June S, President brands Mitter- 
rand, who French officials say was fully 
aware of the plot, kept up the deception 
by expressing "grave concern*! at Mr. 
* : Tanase*s disappearance. Shortly after? 
tward, * Mr. * Mitterrand / ^ postponed’** a 
planned visit to Rum ani a . > V ; 

• if After ^ the-' -apparent! v 'successful 
^liquidation” of Mrr Tanase, -VMr.-Z* 1 
said he was able to return to Bucharest^ 
where he was decorated for his serv-t 
Ices,’ end arrange for the departure df* 
several members of his family. He said/ 
however, that his mother had been un* ; 
able to leave Rumania today as planned * 
after the Paris daily LeMatfn broke the . 
story this monflng,-.n c* *<& 
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